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Febroary 14, 1594

Honarable Jamas L. Stevens, Jr.
Jndya of the Superior Court
tounty of Yolo

725 Court Street, Room 247
Woodland, CA 95895

Dear Judge Stevens:

The Jommission on Judicial Performance has determined that
you shoilld ke publicly roeproved for the following eondust:

1. Judge Stevens, while presiding over casaes, has mads
improper apd offensive remarks:

For example, in a well-publicized civil case decided in
16421, a parental rights suit which invelwved a sperm donor,
Judge Stevens made denigrating remarks about parties to the
casg, as follews:

In inguiring about the abligation for child support, Judge
Slevens trivialized the relationships involwved by
mizsnaracterizing them when he set forth s hypotheotical
soenario wherein one of the litigants called the other partiy to
the case "sweetheart". Jdudge Steowans stated, "She =23id o him,
swestheart make ma a baby...", despite the abasnce of a
romantic ralztionship betwean the parties.

In the same case, Judgs Stevens also skated, "as I laok at
it, I frankly get the very distinct impressicin that this child
is conceived a= a sort of a toy for the mother and her friend,
something to Fill their lives op and o hell with the heods of
the child and €9 hell with the rights af the fathez.®

In anothey gxanple, follewing a hearing and court
appearancse by a male defendant in a oriminal case in May of
1993, Judge Stevens commeabed about the Jefendant to the fenale
clerks in the courtrodm, "Ladies, how would you like to wake up
with that naked in your bed?" or werds to that sffect.
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2. Judge Stevans used language and engaged in hehavior toward
membars of the court staff which wore ahusive and demcaning.

Yhis behavior ipeluded his discentinuing the scrvices of
hiz conrt reporter of some seven years as his official court
reporter after presenting her with a partially rotben mucchind
which to some oh=erwvers conveyed a Sexual connotatisn. The
judge later joked about the insident and appeared te trivialize
the cnploves's ConoeTn.

The commiszien found that Judge Stevens' conduckt was in
digregard of the California Code of Judicial Conduct. Canon 1
of the Code af Judicizl Cenduct provides that a Judge "should
participate in establishing, palntaining and enforeing high
standards of conduct, atd should personally abscrve those
standards so that the integrity and indepepdence of the
judiciary will e preserved." Cancn 2 of the Code of Judicial
Condust provides that a judge "should respect and comply with
the law and should acht &t all times in a wanner that promotes
purlic cenfidence in the integrity and impartiality of the
judiciary.r Canon. 3 of the Code of Judicial Conduct providas
that "a judge should be patient, digrified, and courtesus oo
litigants, jurers, witnesses, lawyers, and others with whom the
Judge deals in an official capacity and sheuld reguire similar
condact of lawvers, and of staff, court officials and others
subject to the judge’s directien and control.™

Extensive publicity over these matters diminished public
oonfidence in the judiciary and brought the judiciary inkta
disrcputa.

In mikigation, the judge has acknowledged that he has
affended people and has apologised and he has agreed to refrain
fram further conduct as aexcmplified herein and to atbtand
appropriate communication and sensitivity Clasces.™

This public reproval is being issued wibh your consent.

wery tyuly yours,

idnod dely

Vietoria 8. Henloy
Cirector~Chief Counsel
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